
Genocide
A Comprehensive

Introduction
by Adam Jones, Ph.D.

Routledge/Taylor & Francis
June 2006

"This is the best introductory text available to
students of genocide studies. Written in clear,
elegant prose and supported by a wealth of
authoritative sources, Genocide: A
Comprehensive Introduction is likely to
become the gold standard by which all
subsequent introductions to this enormously
important subject will be measured."
       - Kenneth J. Campbell, University of
Delaware; author of Genocide and the Global
Village

Genocide: A Comprehensive
Introduction is the most wide-ranging
textbook on genocide yet published.
Over 16 chapters and some 400 pages
of text, Adam Jones explores the
origins of genocide as a phenomenon
and a concept, and traces its
connections to colonialism &
imperialism, war, and social
revolution. A rich case-study section
includes no fewer than fourteen case-
studies of genocide in contemporary
history, divided between primary
cases and accompanying box-texts.

The volume then explores diverse
social science perspectives on
genocide, including those from
psychology, sociology, anthropology,
political science/international
relations, and gender studies. A
concluding section, “The Future of
Genocide,” considers issues of
historical memory and genocide
denial; initiatives for justice, truth, and
redress; and strategies of genocide
prevention and intervention.

Written in clear and lively prose,
liberally sprinkled with illustrations
and personal testimonies from
genocide survivors, Genocide: A
Comprehensive Introduction is
designed for course use at both the
graduate and upper-undergraduate
levels, as well as for general readers
interested in learning about one of
humanity’s most enduring blights. It is
destined to become a core text of the
new generation of genocide

scholarship. An accompanying
website (www.genocidetext.net)
provides a broad selection of
supplementary materials and Internet
resources.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR  

Adam Jones was
born in Singapore in
1963, and grew up in
England and
Canada. He is
Associate Research
Fellow for 2005-07 in
the Genocide
Studies Program at
Yale University.

Jones holds an M.A. from McGill
University and a Ph.D. from the University
of British Columbia, both in Political
Science. He has edited two volumes on
genocide: Gendercide and Genocide
(Vanderbilt University Press, 2004) and
Genocide, War Crimes & the West:
History and Complicity (Zed Books, 2004).
He has also published two books on the
media and political transition. His
scholarly articles have appeared in
Review of International Studies, Ethnic
and Racial Studies, Journal of Genocide
Research, Journal of Human Rights, and
other publications. He is cofounder and
executive director of Gendercide Watch
(www.gendercide.org), a web-based
educational initiative that confronts
gender-selective atrocities worldwide.

Email: adam@genocidetext.net
Personal website:
http://adamjones.freeservers.com



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PART ONE: OVERVIEW

Introduction
Why study genocide? § What this book tries to do, and
why § Acknowledgments
1. The Origins of Genocide
Genocide in prehistory, antiquity, and early modernity §
Naming genocide: Raphael Lemkin § Defining
genocide: The UN Convention § Bounding genocide:
Comparative genocide studies § Contested cases § Is
genocide ever justified?
2. Imperialism, War, and Social
Revolution
Imperialism & colonialism § Colonial and Imperial
Genocides § Imperial famine § The Congo “rubber
terror” § The Japanese in East and Southeast Asia §
The US in Indochina § The Soviets in Afghanistan §
Genocide and War § World War One and the dawn of
industrial death § World War Two and the
“barbarization of warfare” § Social revolution and
genocide § The nuclear revolution and “omnicide”

PART TWO: CASES

3. Genocides of Indigenous Peoples
Introduction § Colonialism and the discourse of
extinction § The conquest of the Americas § Australia’s
Aborigines and the Namibian Herero § Denying
genocide, celebrating genocide § Complexities and
caveats § Indigenous revival

3a. Box Text: Tibet under Chinese
Rule

4. The Armenian Genocide
Introduction § Origins of the genocide § War,
massacre, and deportation § The aftermath § The
denial

4a. Box Text: The Anfal Campaign
against Iraqi Kurds, 1988

5. Stalin’s Terror
The Bolsheviks seize power § Collectivization and
famine § The Gulag § Stalinshchina: The purges,
1937-38 § The war years § The destruction of national
minorities § Stalin and genocide

5a. Box Text: Chechnya

6. The Jewish Holocaust
Introduction § Origins § The turn to mass murder §
Debating the Holocaust

6a. Box Text: The Nazis' Other
Victims
Prewar Persecutions and the “Euthanasia”
Campaign § Communists and socialists § Asocials
and undesirables § Homosexual men § Jehovah’s
Witnesses and religious dissidents § The
handicapped and infirm § Other Holocausts § The
Slavs § Soviet prisoners-of-war § The Romani
genocide (Porrajmos) § Germans as victims

7. Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge
Origins of the Khmer Rouge § 1970-75: War and
revolution § A genocidal ideology § 1975: A policy of
“urbicide” § “Base people” vs. “new people” § The
Cambodian holocaust § Genocide against Buddhists
and ethnic minorities § Aftermath: Politics and the
quest for justice

7a. Box Text: East Timor
8. Bosnia and Kosovo
Origins and onset § Gendercide and genocide in
Bosnia § The international dimension § Kosovo, 1998-
99 § Aftermaths

8a. Box Text: Bangladesh, 1971
9. Holocaust in Rwanda
Introduction: Horror and shame § Background to
genocide § Genocidal frenzy § Aftermath

9a. Box Text: Congo and Darfur

PART THREE: SOCIAL SCIENCE
PERSPECTIVES

10. Psychological Perspectives
Narcissism, greed, and fear § Genocide and
humiliation § The psychology of perpetrators § The
psychology of rescuers
11. The Sociology and Anthropology
of Genocide
Introduction § Sociological Perspectives § The
sociology of modernity § Ethnicity and ethnic conflict §
“Market-dominant minorities” § Anthropological
Perspectives
12. Political Science and International
Relations

Empirical investigations § The changing face of war §
Democracy, war, and genocide/democide § Norms and
prohibition regimes
13. Gendering Genocide
Gendercide vs. root-and-branch genocide § Women
and genocide § Gendercidal institutions § Genocide
and violence against homosexuals § Are men more
genocidal than women? § A note on gendered
propaganda

PART FOUR: THE FUTURE OF
GENOCIDE

14. Memory, Forgetting, and Denial
The struggle over historical memory § The politics of
forgetting § Genocide denial: Motives and strategies §
Denial and free speech
15. Justice, Truth, and Redress
Leipzig, Constantinople, Nuremberg, Tokyo § The
international criminal tribunals: Yugoslavia and
Rwanda § National trials § Another kind of justice:
Rwanda’s gacaca experiment § The Pinochet case §
The International Criminal Court (ICC) § International
citizens’ tribunals § Truth and reconciliation § The
challenge of redress
16. Strategies of Prevention and
Intervention
Warning signs § Humanitarian intervention § When is
military intervention justified? § Ideologies and
Individuals § The role of the honest witness §
Ideologies, religious and secular § Conclusion

FURTHER INFORMATION

www.
genocidetext.

net


